using a different transport medium from another source, to identify preference lists for 
the identified user; 

presenting the identified preference hsts to the user; 

receiving a selection of a wesented identified preference list from the user; 

accessing the selected preferences list; and 

selecting one of the i)lurality of identified channels from one of the plurality of 
different sources for pro/ision to the user. 



2. (Unchanged) The computerized methdd of claim 1, further comprising: 
providing, to the user, one or more of^udio and video from a source 

corresponding to the selected one of the pfurality of identified channels. 

3. (Unchanged) The coniputerized method of claim 1, further comprising: 
accessing, to determine: a component corresponding to the selected one of the 

plurality of identified channels, a programming guide database that is independent of the 
user-definable preferences list; and 

sending a signal to the component to provide the selected channel. 



4. / (Unchanged) The computerized method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a user request to provide a new channel; and 
wherein the accessing and the selecting are performed in response to the user 



mest. 
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5. (Unchanged)JITTe^edmpu^^^ method of claim 4, further comprising: 
repeating the^edessing and selecting in response to subsequent user requests to 
provide a n^^^^annel. 



6. (Amended) An article/comprising: 
a storage medium; and 

the storage medium havir/g stored thereon a plurality of instructions that, when 
executed by a processor, resultyin: 

receiving a user idenufication; 

searching a set of user-definable preference lists that each identify a plurality of 
channels from a plurality/of different sources, each source providing at least one channel 
using a different transport medium from another source, to identify preference lists for 
the identified user; 

presenting thfe identified preference lists to the user; 

receiving ^selection of a presented identified preference list from the user; 

accessin^the selected preferences list; and 

selecting one of the plurality of identified channels from one of the plurality of 
different sources for provision to the user. 



7. (UnchangedVFKe article of claim 6, wherein the plurality of instructions, 
when executed by th^^irocessor, further result in providing, to the user, one or more of 
audio and videjvlrom a source corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of 
identifiecUihannels. 
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8. (Unchanged) The article of clainVo, wherein the plurality of instructions, 
when executed by the processor, further result/in accessing, to determine a component 
corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of identified channels, a programming 
guide database that is independent of the Zser-definable preferences list, and sending a 
signal to the component to provide the Selected channel. 

9. (Unchanged) The article of claim 6, wherein the plurality of instructions, 
when executed by the processor, mrther result in receiving a user request to provide a 
new channel, wherein the accessing and the selecting are performed in response to the 
user request. / 

10. (Unchanged) The article of claim 9, wherein the plurality of instructions, 
when executed by the prcfcessor, further result in repeating the accessing and selecting in 
response to subsequent/user requests to provide a new channel. 



1 1 . (Amended) An araaratus comprising: 

a storage device to store a set of user-definable preferences list that identify a 
plurality of channels froraf a plurality of different sources, each source providing at least 
one channel using a different transport medium from another source; 

a user intmace controller to receive a user identification; 

a chanofel selector, coupled to the storage device and the user interface, to search 
the set of u$fer-definable preference lists to identify preference lists for the identified user 
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and select one of the identified preference lists jisiiiginput received from the user 
interface controller; and 

a channel selecti^rr^bntroller, coupled to the storage device, to access the selected 
user-definable pj^derences list and select one of the plurality of identified channels for 
provisioti/to the user. 



12. (Unchanged) The apparatus of clainy 1 1, further comprising: 

a component controller coupled to the ch^el selection controller; 

wherein the channel selection control/s to send the selected one of the plurality of 
identified channels to the component controller, and 

wherein the component controller is to tune a corresponding component to 
provide, to the user, one or more of^udio and video from a source corresponding to the 
selected one of the plurality of identified channels. 



13. (Unchanged) Tjie apparatus of claim 11, wherein the channel selection 
controller is further to: 

access, to determu^e a component corresponding to the selected one of the 
plurality of channels, y)rogramming guide database that is independent of the user 
definable preferences/list; and send a signal to the component to provide the selected 
channel. 



14. /(Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the channel selection 
controller isyFurther to: 
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receive a user request to provide a new channei;-atid 
wherein the accessing and the selecting'^e performed in response to the user 



request. 



A 



15. (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the channel selection 
controller is furthejfao repeat the accessing and selecting in response to subsequent user 
requests to provide a new channel. 



16. (Amended) An apparatus compnsing: 

means for storing a user-definabl^references list that identifies a plurality of 
channels from a plurality of different4ources, each source providing at least one channel 
using a different transport medium from another source; 

means for receiving a^ser identification; 

means, coupled tc/the storage device and the user interface, for searching the set 
of user-defmable pref^ence lists to identify preference lists for the identified user and for 
selecting one of tlje identified preference lists using input received from the user interface 
controller; and/ 

me^s, coupled to the storage device, for accessing the selected user-definable 
preferences list and selecting one of the plurality of identified channels for provision to 
the u^er. 
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17. (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 16^^rther comprising: 
means, coupled to the means for accessing m<a selecting, for controlling 

components in an entertainment system; and 

wherein the means for accessing andielecting is for sending the selected one of 
the plurality of identified channels to the ineans for controlling, and wherein the means 
for controlling is for tuning a correspoiiding component of the entertainment system to 
provide, to the user, one or more of^audio and video from a source corresponding to the 
selected one of the plurality oH^ntified channels. 

18. (UnchangedVThe apparatus of claim 16, wherein the means for accessing 
and selecting includes: 

means for accessing, to determine a component corresponding to the selected one 
of the plurality of identified channels, a progranmiing guide database that is independent 
of the user-definable preferences list; and 

means for/sending a signal to the component to provide the selected channel. 

19. / (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the means for accessing 
and selecting includes: 

ni^/is for receiving a user request to provide a new channel; and 

wherein the accessing and the selecting are performed in response to the user 

reques 
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20. (Unchanged) The apparatu^^ofclaim 19, wherein the means for accessing 
and selecting includes means fprrepeating the accessing and selecting in response to 
subsequent user request?^ provide a new channel. 



Q^^* 51*. (New) The method of claim 1, furtl)6r comprising providing an indication 

to the user when the user has completed a cycle ^f the selected preferences list. 

si- 

-2^. (New) The method of claim K further comprising automatically selecting 
additional ones of the plurality of identifiea channels at predetermined intervals. 



23, (New) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the channel selector provides 
an indication to the user when the u^er has completed a cycle of the selected preferences 
list. 



3(t 

(New) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the channel selector 
automatically selects additional ones of the plurality of identified channels at 
predetermined intervals. 



^25^ (New) k method comprising: 

accessing a i/ser-definable preferences list that identifies a plurality of channels 
from a plurality of different sources, each source providing at least one channel using a 
different transput medium from another source; 
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selecting one of the plurality of identified channe^from one of the plurality of 
different sources for provision to a user; 

selecting additional ones of the plurality of ^entified channels for provision to the 
user; and 

providing an indication to the user whe;i the user has completed a cycle of the 
preferences list. 

2^ (New) The method of claim 2Sr, wherein selecting additional ones 
comprises automatically selecting additional ones of the plurality of identified channels at 
predetermined intervals. 

31 / 37 

yf, (New) The method ofyclaim 3^ wherein provision to the user comprises 
providing, to the user, one or more of audio and video from a source corresponding to the 
selected one of the plurality of /dentified channels. 

-2*". (New) The method of claim IS, wherein selecting additional ones 
comprises receiving a user request to provide a new channel and selecting additional ones 
of the plurality of identified channels for provision to the user in response to the user 
request. 



(^1 (N^w) An apparatus comprising: 

a preferences database to store a set of user-definable preferences lists, each 
associated wiih /a user, the lists identifying a plurality of channels from a plurality of 
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different sources, each source providing at least ^ne channel using a different transport 
medium from another source 

a channel selector to access one of th^ user-definable preferences lists, to select 
one of the plurality of identified channels from one of the plurality of different sources 
for provision to the user, and to select adc|ltional ones of the plurality of identified 
channels for provision to the user; and 

a user interface controller to proj^ide an indication to the user when the user has 
completed a cycle of the preferences list. 



3^ (New) The apparatus of claim 39; wherein the channel controller selects 
additional ones by automatically selecting additional ones of the plurality of identified 
channels at predetermined intervals. 



/ ^\ 

(New) The apparatus' of claim wherein further comprising a component 
controller to provide, to the user/ one or more of audio and video from a source 
corresponding to the selected oAe of the plurality of identified channels. 



(New) The apparatus of claim^, 



(New) The apparatus of claim i^, wherein the channel controller selects 
additional ones based on user requests received from the user interface controller. 

(New) The apparatus of claim ^ wherein the channel controller accesses 
one of the user-definable preferences lists by identifying a set of preferences lists using a 
user identification received from the user interface controller, receiving a selection of one 
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of the identified user-defifti5le preferences lists from the user interface controller and 
accessing the selept^d user-definable preferences list. 
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